CHAPTER VI

ON THE EVE OF WAR

THE Grand Remonstrance was, in effect, a declaration
of war. The attempted arrest of the five members
was the King's mismanaged and ineffectual rejoinder. Falk-
land, a genuine lover of peace, strongly opposed the first, and
bitterly lamented the second. But despite provocations on
both sides he stuck loyally to his post, and, for the next few
months, did all that in him lay to postpone, and if possible
avert, the all but inevitable appeal to arms.

Meanwhile, Parliament flinging aside all constitutional
restraint set itself to raise an armed force. Apart from
ultimate possibilities two immediate necessities might be
held to justify such action. Parliamentary privileges had to
be protected from armed invasion, and the Irish Protestants
to be rescued from Catholic violence. But it is character-
istic of the situation that debate on constitutional aspects
of the "Militia" question proceeded simultaneously with
decisive action on the part of both combatants. On i/th
December a Militia Bill had been introduced into the House
of Commons, and before the end of the month had passed its
second reading. It is justly described by Gardiner as a
" root and branch Bill to regulate the army ". Had it be-
come law the King's command over the armed forces of the
realm would have been transferred to Parliament And it
was on this issue that the rupture finally took place. It was
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